Emotional reactions to the sudden death of a child: the challenge to emergency care providers.
The death of a child has the potential to traumatize everyone involved. Child deaths caused by auto crashes, suicides, murders, gun accidents, drowning, fires, natural disasters, sudden illness, and other events trigger painful and profound emotional grief reactions in family members, and, at times, for emergency care providers. What grief reactions do family members experience when their child dies suddenly? What emotional struggles take place with siblings? How do emergency care providers cope with the tragic and painful deaths of children? We are guided by the literature and by our own experiences in pediatric emergency departments in trying to supply answers to the questions posed.